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ABSTRACT: Knowledge organization research has come to ques-
tion the theoretical distinction between “aboutness” (a document’s
innate content) and “meaning” (the use to which a document is put).
This distinction has relevance beyond Information Studies, particu-
larly in relation to homosexual concerns. Literary criticism, in par-
ticular, frequently addresses the question: when is a work “about”
homosexuality? This paper explores this literary debate and its im-
plications for the design of subject access systems for gay and lesbian
communities. By examining the literary criticism of Herman Mel-
ville’s Billy Budd, particularly in relation to the theories of Eve
Kosofsky Sedgwick in The Epistemology of the Closet (1990), this pa-
per exposes three tensions that designers of gay and lesbian classifica-
tions and vocabularies can expect to face. First is a tension between
essentialist and constructivist views of homosexuality, which will af-
fect the choice of terms, categories, and references. Second is a ten-
sion between minoritizing and universalizing perspectives on ho-
mosexuality. Third is a redefined distinction between aboutness and
meaning, in which aboutness refers not to stable document content,
but to the system designer’s inescapable social and ideological per-
spectives. Designers of subject access systems can therefore expect to
work in a context of intense scrutiny and persistent controversy.
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ABSTRACT: A lattice-based model for information retrieval was
suggested in the 1960's but has been seen as a theoretical possibility
hard to practically apply ever since. This paper attempts to revive
the lattice model and demonstrate its applicability in an information
retrieval system, FaIR, that incorporates a graphical representation

of a faceted thesaurus. It shows how Boolean queries can be lattice-
theoretically related to the concepts of the thesaurus and visualized
within the thesaurus display. An advantage of FaIR is that it allows
for a high level of transparency of the system, which can be con-
trolled by the user.

Zins, C., Guttmann, D. (2000). Structuring Web Biblio-
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ABSTRACT: The Internet challenges designers of reference re-
sources to structure user interfaces so that they facilitate quick access
to bibliographies. Designers can organize bibliographies in chrono-
logical order of publication, alphabetical listing by author or title
and/or subject-headings; or can follow a subject classification scheme
from the relevant field. Chronological order of publication and al-
phabetical listings of authors and titles are the simplest ways to or-
ganize bibliographic materials, but these methods usually fail to pre-
sent the thematic relations among the various items. The subject
classification is the most systematic presentation, but the most com-
plicated to develop. This study explores the subject classification
model, elaborates its rationale, demonstrates an exemplary faceted
subject classification scheme grounded in solid scientific foundations,
and clarifies the scientific foundations of the three-phase structuring
methodology that was utilized. The exemplary classificatory model
is a seven-facet subject classification scheme designed for classifying
scholarly papers in the field of Logotherapy. The study, in particular
the scientific structuring methodology, provides an example for
structuring bibliographic resources in the social sciences, as well as in
other academic fields.
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