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Montesi, Michela, and Blanca Gil Urdiciain. Recent Lin-
guistic Research into Author Abstracts: Its Value for
Information Science. Knowledge Organization, 32(2).
64-78. 66 refs.

ABSTRACT: This paper is a review of genre analysis of
author abstracts carried out in the area of English for Spe-
cial Purposes (ESP) since 1990. Given the descriptive char-
acter of such analysis, it can be valuable for Information
Science (IS), as it provides a picture of the variation in au-
thor abstracts, depending on the discipline, culture and
language of the author, and the envisaged context. The au-
thors claim that such knowledge can be useful for informa-
tion professionals who need to revise author abstracts, or
use them for other activities in the organization of knowl-
edge, such as subject analysis and control of vocabulary.
With this purpose in mind, we summarize various findings
of ESP research. We describe how abstracts vary in struc-
ture, content and discourse, and how linguists explain such
variations. Other factors taken into account are the stylis-
tic and discoursal features of the abstract, lexical choices,
and the possible sources of bias. In conclusion, we show
how such findings can have practical and theoretical impli-
cations for IS.

Tennis, Joseph T. Experientialist Epistemology and
Classification Theory: Embodied and Dimensional
Classification. Knowledge Organization, 32(2). 79-92. 28
refs.

ABSTRACT: What theoretical framework can help in
building, maintaining and evaluating networked knowledge
organization resources? Specifically, what theoretical
framework makes sense of the semantic prowess of on-
tologies and peer-to-peer systems, and by extension aids in
their building, maintenance, and evaluation? I posit that a
theoretical work that weds both formal and associative
(structural and interpretive) aspects of knowledge organi-
zation systems provides that framework. Here I lay out the
terms and the intellectual constructs that serve as the
foundation for investigative work into experientialist clas-
sification theory, a theoretical framework of embodied, in-
frastructural, and reified knowledge organization. I build
on the interpretive work of scholars in information studies,
cognitive semantics, sociology, and science studies. With
the terms and the framework in place, I then outline classi-
fication theory’s critiques of classificatory structures. In
order to address these critiques with an experientialist ap-
proach an experientialist semantics is offered as a design
commitment for an example: metadata in peer-to-peer
network knowledge organization structures.
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